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The Public Sphere and Digital Media
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Starting from the theoretical and philosophical premises of deliberative democracy, where a
fundamental role is played by the public sphere, the seminar will focus on theoretical developments
and applications of the deliberative model to the field of everyday conversation, group conflicts and
dynamics of public debates.

This course, entirely in English, aims to provide students with:

1. A panoramic theoretical background to understand the deliberative model, from theory to
practice, focusing specially on the public sphere;

2. A methodology for applied research in this specific area - public sphere and political
communication.

The seminar aims at providing students with adequate theoretical and practical skills to
independently carry out their own research projects, applying deliberative theory and methodology.
The lectures, by focusing on specific topics, seek to complement and articulate the seminars with
discussions on current research on denials of scientific knowledge in vaccinal hesitation,
polarization, politicization and depoliticization, intolerance, extremism and attacks on human rights.
Students could ideally discuss their research topics and project with associated researchers from
the Media and Public Sphere Research Group (EME/UFMG), also in cooperation with universities
associated with the project.

Seminars - Theory of Deliberation
Class 1: Theory of Deliberation: Philosophical background and normative controversies

Class 2 Theory of Deliberation: Empirical turn and the systemic approach



Class 3: Theory of Deliberation: Deliberation and deeply divided societies

Lectures: Disturbances in the public sphere

Topic 1: Misinformation and epistemic crises
Topic 2: Intolerance and Extremism

Topic 3: Reactive politization and depoliticization
Topic 4: Polarization

Topic 5: Attacks on Human Rights

Topic 6: Developing deliberative capacities

Laboratory: Research Design and Methodology
Laboratory 1: Deliberative tools for social research
Laboratory 2: Research design applying deliberative tools

Laboratory 3: Students’ research design: revision and discussion

Teaching Methods
Assessment will be based in debates in lecture hours, presentation as well as final essays.

This course (60 hours) involves: seminars (12 hours, in modules of 2 hours each), lectures on specific
topics (16 hours, in modules of 2 hours each) and laboratories (32h hours).

The teaching program is organized by combining a theoretical module (Theory of Deliberation) and
an experimental module (Laboratory: Research Design and Methodology).

Prof. Rousiley Maia (Federal University of Minas Gerais, Belo Horizonte, Brazil)



